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Policy regarding Junior Players accessing Adult Mix Ins



Premise
Adult mix ins are intended to create social tennis opportunities for players who are beyond school age. 

Juniors permitted to participate in Adult Mix Ins
Juniors aged 14+, of an appropriate playing level, as well as physical and emotional maturity, are welcome at mix ins. However, the following conditions apply:
1. The junior player must be approved as suitable by a CTA coach.
2. The parent of the junior player must sign the Club consent form acknowledging that mix ins are unsupervised adult sessions and that, while all participants are expected to abide by the Club’s Code of Conduct, there are no formal safeguarding arrangements. Club members are not responsible for supervising children or ensuring their safety during this session. Parents/guardians are responsible for deciding whether their child is mature enough to attend and play unsupervised and coaches are responsible for assessing playing level suitability.  

Why Juniors CANNOT generally participate in Adult Mix Ins
1. The primary reason is one of capacity; mix ins have access to a limited number of courts and adult members are often required to sit out and wait their turn.
2. The Committee believes that a handful juniors at each adult mix in would not present a problem and could enhance the experience for all present. It is in the spirit of an inclusive and accessible club that there should be opportunities for integration amongst all members, particularly as juniors move through their teenage years.  However, allowing unregulated junior participation could set a precedent for other parents and children and, with spaces limited, could lead to capacity issues going forward.
3. The Club perceives that juniors have opportunities to play with their peers through the CTA junior programme. Taking part in adult mix ins is not an alternative to joining the CTA junior programme.
4. Junior members have their own free club night every Friday during term time with all courts being reserved for their exclusive use.

Other Adult Club Opportunities for Juniors
The Club is keen to bring adults and juniors together as much as possible and recommends the following for junior members who would like to get more involved in club play: 
1. Juniors of the appropriate playing level are encouraged to play for one of the men’s or ladies’ teams. Such players are welcome to attend team practices.
2. The Club is keen to establish a successful weekly 16-30 mix in.
3. Many of our tournaments and social events are advertised as welcoming juniors.


This policy supersedes former policies and club rules that did or did not allow for junior participation in adult mix ins when junior member numbers were lower.
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